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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

June 13, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to 
see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out our Connect 
Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Faith is something that is both simple and impossible to speak about clearly. 
The Bible gives help on defining it, but what does it look like? What does it 
mean to have faith? What does faith do when it is challenged by adversity 
and hardship? It’s that last question that brings us to our focus for today’s 

worship service. We are never told that we will not face fear and disaster. In fact, Jesus 
himself has promised us that we will have an abundance of troubles in this life. Today’s 
readings show us one particular aspect of faith: trust. We trust in Christ, even (and 
especially) when all the outward evidence argues against trusting in him.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which is the color of growth. Our faith and 
trust in God grow as we hear the Word. Our love for others also grows as we are called to 
serve them.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

Psalm 46. Refrain text: Hal H. Hopson. ©2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers. Verses text: Michael Morgan 
© 1999 from Psalter for Christian Worship. Witherspoon Press. Tune: Holy Manna. Public Domain. Setting: Hal H. 
Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers.

379 “Amazing Grace - How Sweet the Sound.” Setting: Reprinted from The Book of Hymns. © 1964 Abingdon Press. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net A-719903. All rights reserved.  

Other music: Public domain.

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Just As I Am, without One Plea | CW 397
This song fits well as a start to our worship service; it also fits well with the readings—no matter what is 
going on, we know we can come to the Lamb of God for help, strength, and peace. 
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5 ♫ Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 6 ♫ Just as I am; thy love unknown
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; Has broken ev'ry barrier down.
Because thy promise I believe, Now to be thine, yea thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. O Lamb of God, I come, I come. ♫

Please stand. 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways     
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
C:  | CW 399
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray. 

Lord God, you govern all things: the nations of the earth, the waves of the sea, the 
clouds of the sky, and so much more. Continue to rule over these things with your 
powerful, loving, and caring hand so that we and many others would know you as 
the one true God; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.
Be seated. 

The Word

FIRST LESSON  Job 38:1-11
God can be trusted because he put all things in their place.

1 Then the LORD responded to Job out of a violent storm. He said: 2 “Who is this who 
spreads darkness over my plans with his ignorant words? 3 Get ready for action like a 
man! Then I will ask you questions, and you will inform me.

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you 
understand anything about it. 5 Who determined its dimensions? I am sure you know.
Who stretched out the surveying line over it? 6 What supports its foundation? 
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Who set its cornerstone in place, 7when the morning stars sang loud songs together, and 
all the sons of God shouted for joy? 8 Who locked up the sea behind doors when it burst 
out of the womb? 9 When I clothed the sea with clouds, when I wrapped it with thick 
darkness as its swaddling cloths, 10 when I broke its power with my decree, when I 
locked it up behind barred, double doors, 11 I said, ‘You may come this far, but no 
farther. Here is the barrier for your proud waves.’” (EHV)

After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 46 | The People's Psalter
Please join to sing the refrain.

All: 

Song Leaders: God our strength and mighty fortress, 
God, our refuge day and night;
God, whose promise is deliv’rance,
God, whose law is truth and light;
Though the earth with fear may tremble,
None can shake God’s boundless might. 

All: God, the Lord of hosts, is with us, Jacob's God, the Lord of all.

Song Leaders: In the city of the Holy,
Rivers flow and streams run pure;
Where you, Lord, abide in splendor,
There your people dwell secure.
In their hearts your love will flourish,
Through the faith your word endures. 

All: God, the Lord of hosts, is with us, Jacob's God, the Lord of all.
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Song Leaders: Come, behold God’s matchless wonders,
See the deeds of God’s own hand;
Gifts beyond our expectations,
Works too great to understand.
Sound God’s might in songs of glory
Sung to earth’s most distant land. 

All: God, the Lord of hosts, is with us, Jacob's God, the Lord of all.

SECOND LESSON  Acts 27:13-26
No matter the storm, Paul trusted God's plan.

13 When a gentle south wind began to blow, they thought they could carry out their 
plan. They raised the anchor and sailed close to the shore of Crete.

14 But before long, a hurricane-like wind, called the “northeaster,” rushed down from 
the island. 15 Since the ship was caught in it and could not head into the wind, we gave 
way to it and were driven along. 16 As we sailed on the sheltered side of a small island 
called Cauda, we were barely able to secure the skiff. 17 After hoisting it on board, the 
men tied ropes around the ship to reinforce it. Then, fearing that they would run 
aground on the sandbars of Syrtis, they lowered the sea anchor and in this way were 
driven along. 18 Because we were tossed around so violently by the storm, the next day 
they began to throw the cargo overboard. 19 On the third day, they threw the ship’s gear 
overboard with their own hands. 20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days 
and the violent storm kept pressing down on us, finally all hope that we would be saved 
was disappearing.

21 After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up among them and said, 
“Men, you should have followed my advice and not set sail from Crete and avoided this 
damage and loss. 22 But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because there will be no 
loss of life among you. Only the ship will be lost. 23 In fact, last night an angel of the God to 
whom I belong and whom I serve stood beside me 24 and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You 
must stand before Caesar. And surely God has graciously given you all those who are 
sailing with you.’ 25 So keep up your courage, men, because I believe God that it will be 
exactly the way I have been told. 26 However, we must run aground on some island.” (EHV)

After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 



9

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia! To you, O Lord, belong greatness, power, glory, victory, and majesty, 
C: because everything in the heavens and on the earth belongs to you. Alleluia! 

(1 Chronicles 29:11a)

Please stand.
GOSPEL  Mark 4:35-41
Jesus calms the storm. 

35 On that day, when evening came, Jesus 
said to them, “Let’s go over to the other side.” 
36 After leaving the crowd behind, the disciples 
took him along in the boat, just as he was. Other 
small boats also followed him. 37 A great 
windstorm arose, and the waves were splashing 
into the boat, so that the boat was quickly filling 
up. 38 Jesus himself was in the stern, sleeping on 
a cushion. They woke him and said, “Teacher, 
don’t you care that we are about to drown?”

39 Then he got up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” The wind 
stopped, and there was a great calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Do you 
still lack faith?”

41 They were filled with awe and said to one another, “Who then is this? Even the 
wind and the sea obey him!” (EHV)

After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
The children are invited to come forward for a special message.

Our worship services typically 
have a set number of readings: 

one from the Old Testament; one 
from the letters of the New 

Testament; and one from the 
Gospels. This reminds us of how 
God’s Word is connected from 

section to section.
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HYMN              Amazing Grace - How Sweet the Sound | CW 379
 

SERMON Trust in Jesus' Presence and Power  

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
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He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 
the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 
WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING  God Will Take Care of You

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord of power and grace, whose eyes are on the righteous and whose ears are open 

to their cry, hear the prayer of your people as we come now in thankfulness for the 
mercies that you pour down on us anew each day. We thank you for the gifts of 
your mighty providence.

C: Make us mindful, O Lord, that you have provided us with life, breath, and being 
and are the source of our daily bread.

M: We praise you for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be the Savior 
of the world.

C: Grant that we may believe in him with all our hearts, learning from him the great 
truths of the kingdom to which he bore faithful witness.

M: Grant us your Holy Spirit, that we may produce the fruits of righteousness.
C: May he endow us with unwavering faith, that we might always be ready to do 

your will.
M: We pray for the nations of the earth. Subdue terror and tyranny everywhere, and 

call forth leaders who acknowledge that you are Lord over all the earth. Bless our 
own land. May it ever follow that which is good and turn from all that which is 
wicked, that our people may prosper in uprightness and integrity.
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M: Hear, O Lord, our cry for those who are afflicted.
C: Grant them health in body and soul, and save them for your mercy’s sake.

Special prayers and intercessions 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Guide and uphold us during our pilgrimage in this world, and bring us all to our 
heavenly home. Receive these petitions in the name of the Prince of life, Jesus our 
Lord.

C: Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

Be seated. 

HYMN When Peace Like a River | CWS 760 
The author of this text, Horatio Spafford, went through immense losses in his life. He lost six of his children 
to tragedies; he lost a great deal of wealth in an 1871 Chicago fire; he himself died of malaria in 1888, And 
yet, these words were his motto for life: “It is well with my soul.” It is well with our souls when we know 
the love of our Savior, Jesus.
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Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in 

harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 
with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep 
you. The Lord make his face shine on you and 
be gracious to you. The Lord look on you 
with favor and give you peace.

C:   Amen. 

This is another constant of our 
worship; we leave our services 
with the Lord’s blessing on our 

hearts and minds. With his 
blessing, we know we can trust in 
him—that he is with us, that he is 
gracious, that he gives us peace.
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Be seated. 
CLOSING HYMN What a Friend We Have in Jesus | CW 411
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Job is an incredible account in the Bible. If you’re unfamiliar with it, chapters 1-2 
recount all the challenges Job faced. Chapters 3-37 are dialogues between Job and his 
four friends trying to make sense of his suffering. Finally, in chapters 38-41 God 
speaks up. How would you characterize God’s response? What are some of the main 
points God wanted Job to learn?

2. Paul’s response to the storm in Acts 27 is an excellent example of witnessing faith in 
the face of adversity. List some trials you’ve already faced or may face in the future. 
In what ways could you witness your faith through those trials?

3. A popular idea is that Mark, who himself was not a disciple, wrote his Gospel based 
on the eye-witness testimony of Peter, his mentor. What are some very specific 
details from our Gospel reading today which might support that idea? For what 
reasons is it important to highlight the source of Mark and the other Gospels? (Hint: 
read 2 Peter 1:16)

4. In the Nicene Creed we confess Jesus to be “true God” and also “fully human”. What 
details in our Gospel reading today prove both to be true? Catechism review: why is 
it necessary for our salvation that Jesus is true God and true man?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

NO BIBLE STUDY THIS SUNDAY

Just a reminder: Since we are gathering at Robinson Park for the 10:30 service, we will not 
have bible study this morning.  You are invited to come next week when we will be back 
at church.  The study meets in the cafeteria at 9:15-10:15 AM. 

HELP AT THE FOOD PANTRY June 21-25

Our turn to serve at the local food pantry is coming soon. The hours are 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from noon until 4:00 PM.  On 
Tuesday, the hours are 4:00 to 7:00 PM. If you are willing to bags groceries, 
please contact Judy Anderson at 715-423-5922.  This is also a good time to 
donate non-perishable food items to the pantry.  You can drop them off at the 
food pantry (331 12th Ave S) or at church (in the bin across from the mail slots).

HIRING FOR FALL: BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CHILDCARE

Summer just began, but we are looking ahead to providing our students care “wrap 
around care” before and after school this fall. You can take the morning shift (7:00-8:30 
AM), the afternoon shift (3:30-4:30 or 5:30 PM), or both.  This is a great job if you want to 
supplement your income in retirement or as a second job. It may also work for a college 
student. For more information or to apply, contact Carole Melso at 715-421-3634 ext. 1119.

REGISTER FOR STUFF THE DESK by August 1

If you are struggling to make needs meet, your child may receive free school supplies 
through Stuff the Desk. Public and private school students in the Port Edwards, Nekoosa, 
and Wisconsin Rapids school districts qualify for this program. The giveaway is held 
August 20-21, but you must pre-register. You can do so two ways. You can visit 
uwswac.org and look for the Stuff the Bus link on the banner. The link take you to the 
registration page. You can also register by phone by dialing 2-1-1 (or 877-947-2211) 
Monday through Friday between 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM. You must register by August 1 to 
participate. If you want to donate school supplies, the drive begins in July.



17

FREE CLOTHES!

Our Community Clothing Giveaway will be held August 5-7. Clothing of all sizes will be 
available at no charge, just take what you can use.  There are no income requirements. So 
pick up a new outfit for work or school.  Have clothes to give away? We will be accepting 
donations on August 3-4. We will take all sizes (infant to adult extended sizes) plus shoes, 
coats, and accessories. (No household items, please.) So go through your closets and 
drawers or save the unsold clothes from your rummage sale for this community event. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

We have several opportunities for you to serve the Lord this summer and 
throughout the year. Please consider where you talents and abilities could 
be used to further God’s Kingdom.

Worship Technology: We are mainly looking for people to advance the PowerPoint slides 
during the worship services. If you are interested in more involved work with technology, 
we can find a spot for you too. You can volunteer on a rotational basis, once a month or 
more often. Contact Chris Williams at 507-279-0167.

Vacation Bible School: We are holding a one-day VBS at three different parks this 
summer (July 28, Aug 4, & Aug. 5). Help will be needed each day with crafts, games, bible 
lessons, meals, snacks, music, registration, supervising children, set up, and clean up. If 
you can help in any of these areas, please contact Kent Schroeder at 715-323-6167.

Farmers Market: We will have a booth at the Famers Market on July 22, Aug. 19, and Sept. 
16. Volunteers are needed to help with a children’s activity on those days.  The shifts are 
8:00-11:00 AM and 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM. At least two people are needed for each shift. 
Contact Todd Ferkey at 715-423-9792

Dime & Dollar: The thrift store is seeking ongoing help with accepting donations, sorting, 
cleaning, stocking shelves, and cashiering. Contact Jan Peronto at 715-340-2809.

Thursday Office Help: Help prepare us the bulletin for Sunday. The work involves 
photocopying and some proofreading. Contact Judy Stenberg at 715-421-3634 ext. 1000.
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REGISTER FOR FREE LWMS CONVENTION by June 20

The virtual convention of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) is coming 
up June 24-27.  Although this is a free event, they ask that you register by June 20. The 
lineup includes speakers from the Central Africa Medical Missions, East Asia, Paraguay 
and home missions. For more information and to register, visit lwms.org

CHRISTIANS AND PORNOGRAPHY

 Satan uses the false promises of pleasure through pornography to 
steal souls and drive people to the depths of shame. You can help fight 
against his lies with the love of Christ. Conquerors through Christ 
exists to help people resist, reject, and recover from porn use or 

addiction. They also have resources for significant others, friends, family, and parents of 
those affected by porn. Learn more at conquerorsthroughchrist.net

HIRING: ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Paid help is needed in the church/school office to assist the staff, church leaders, and 
volunteers with their ministries and to help congregation members, school families, and 
others interact with our ministry. Some office and computer experience is helpful, but 
training will be provided. The hours are flexible. For more information or to apply, contact 
Judy Stensberg at 715-421-3634 ext. 1000. 

MAKE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MORE AFFORDABLE 

Purchase gift cards (scrip) for place you normally do business like restaurants, stores, and 
gas stations. A portion of your purchases are applied to your tuition bill at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran School or Northland Lutheran High School. Grandparents and friends can also 
designate that their earning go toward your tuition account. If your child is an infant or 
in preschool, you can still accumulate earning toward their future tuition. Learn more by 
visiting stpaulswr.org/scrip or nlhs.org/scrip.

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
-Psalm 46:1
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CALENDAR June 13-20

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
10:30 AM Church in the Park

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
6:30 PM Leadership Council in the Resource Center

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  204   

From July 1, 2020 to June 10, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 1,006,926
Actual cost of ministry: $ 1,071,810

Mortgage balance:  $1,244,066

Organ Fund balance: $6,150

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 21-25 Serving at the Food Pantry
July 1 School Supply Drive Begins
July 22 Famers Market Booth
July 28 VBS in Sandlot Park
Aug. 5-7 Clothing Giveaway

PEACE!
BE STILL!
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